xxi!                 ADVERTISEMENT

will altogether like what is said of them. I can
only say that the opinions now expressed have
not been formed hastily or at a distance from the
facts; that, on the contrary, they have been slowly
matured in "Lombard Street" itself, and that,
perhaps, as they will not be altogether pleasing
to any one, I may at least ask for the credit of
having been impartial in my criticism.

I should also say that I am indebted to a friend
for the correction of the final proof sheets, which
an attack of illness prevented me from fully re-
vising. If it had not been for his kind assistance,
the publication of the book must have been post-
poned till the autumn, which, as its production has
already been so slow, would have been very
annoying to me.

WALTER BAGEHQT.
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